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SUBJECT: SECURITY ASSISTANCE FOR THAILAND 

REF: BANGKOK 17622 

1 . STAFFDEL VISIT. SFRC STAFFDEL BINNENDIJI/BECKINGTON 
(FORMER BRIG. GENERAL) ARE FOCUSING PRIMARILY ON US TROOP 
WITHDRAWAL FROM KOREA. THEIR ONLY DISCUSSIONS IN DEPT WERE 
ON THAT TOPIC AND THEY LEFT STRONG IMPRESSION OF SEEKING 
FACTS TO SUPPORT THESIS THAT US TROOPS SHOULD REMAIN IN 
KOREA. THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION OF THAILAND. BASED ON 
FOREGOING, IT APPEARS THEY MAY SEEK INDICATIONS OF SIMILAR 
CONCERN FROM THAIS. 

2. U.S. SECURITY ASSISTANCE. UNDER THE NEW ZERO BASE 
BUDGETING SYSTEM, THE PREPARATION OF FY 79 SECURITY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 190144 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM HAS BEEN ALTERED FROM PREVIOUS YEARS. 

WE ARE NOW REQUIRED TO SUBMIT AT LEAST TWO PACKAGES FOR 
FY 79; A CURRENT LEVEL PACKAGE (AT THE FY 78 LEVEL) AND A 
MINIMUM PACKAGE. THE LATTER IS DEFINED AS THE LEVEL BELOW 
WHICH IT IS NOT FEASIBLE TO CONTINUE OPERATING BECAUSE NO 
CONSTRUCTIVE CONTRIBUTION CAN BE MADE TOWARD FULFILLING 
OUR OBJECTIVES IN THAILAND. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE TO SUBMIT 
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ONE OR TWO PACKAGES AT INTERMEDIATE LEVELS. 

3. SINCE FY 78 IS THE LAST YEAR FOR GRANT MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE, OUR PROPOSAL FOR THAILAND CONSISTS OF 
FMS CREDIT AND IMET. WE HAVE PROPOSED 30 MILLION IN FMS 
CREDIT AND ONE MILLION IN IMET AS THAILAND'S MINIMUM 
LEVEL. THIS INCLUDES ALL OF THE CREDIT PROPOSED IN 
BANGKOK 14545. WE HAVE ALSO SUBMITTED AN INTERMEDIATE 
FMS PACKAGE OF 34 MILLION (AND 1.75 MILLION IN IMET) AND A 
CURRENT LEVEL PACKAGE OF 37.5 MILLION IN FMS (PLUS 1.3 
MILLION IN IMET). 

4. ALL COUNTRIES WILL BE RANK-ORDERED PROGRESSIVELY BY EA, 

PM. STATE, OMB, NSC AND PROBABLY THE PRESIDENT. IT IS 

THUS OBVIOUSLY TOO EARLY TO MAKE ANY PREDICTIONS ON THE 
OUTCOME OF THE PROCESS. 

5. EA THAILAND PROPOSAL WILL BE POUCHED FOR INFO. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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